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INTRODUCTION

Along the northern region of the US 31 corridor are the Marshall County crossroads that run East and
West. These crossroads venture into Argos and Culver on SR 10, Bourbon and Plymouth on US 30, and
Bremen and La Paz on US 6. Together, Marshall County and these six communities form the Marshall
County Crossroads region, and it is here that visitors will find the people of Marshall County connecting,
collaborating, and creating Great Hometowns. Visitors will also find that there is always something to do
because Marshall County residents have been actively working to make their crossroad communities
places that are not just great places to visit, but also great places to live, work, and play in.

The Marshall County Trails Master Plan is a guiding document that outlines how to make Argos,
Bremen, Bourbon, Culver, La Paz, and Plymouth walkable, bikeable communities in which multi-modal
transportation trips are safe and enjoyable for the residents and visitors of Marshall County. It also presents
plans for connecting each of the Marshall County communities to create a regional transportation
network that allows people to travel and enjoy the natural landscapes and assets of Marshall County’s
450 square miles.

Leaders from across the communities and various sectors of Marshall County have focused on numerous
regional planning initiatives to improve the quality of life in Marshall County. In 2018 and 2019, this work
was accelerated when a group of leaders from across the County formed a regional planning team
called the Marshall County Crossroads. This team created the Marshall County Regional Development
Plan, which was the result of a collaborative, county-wide process that engaged hundreds of residents
and stakeholders who shared ideas to develop a mission called Great Hometowns: One Vision.

Great Hometowns: One Vision seeks to create healthy, livable, thriving, and sustainable communities
that provide residents of all ages, races, and genders the highest quality of life. The Marshall County
Crossroads team focused its regional planning efforts on three sets of Quality-of-Life pillars: Quality of
Spaces, Quality of Economy, and Quality of Capacity. Within these three sets are 10 pillars of quality of life
that the team has focused its work on, including:

Quality of Spaces: Place, Housing, Arts and Culture, and Transportation and Trails

Quality of Economy: Workforce Development, Industry Growth and Entrepreneurship, and Health and
Wellness

Quality of Capacity: Education and Skills, Diversity and Inclusion, and Leadership Building

This Trails Master Plan is the result of the initiative of the Transportation and Trails Committee, a
subcommittee of the Marshall County Crossroads team. The Transportation and Trails Committee is
made up transportation experts in the County, nonprofit members, trail experts, members of MACOG
(Michiana Area Council of Gov.), and representatives of the Marshall County Crossroads team. The goal
of the Transportation and Trails Committee is to: Provide safe and accessible routes for all non-vehicular
and public transit users regardless of socioeconomic status throughout Marshall County and beyond.

MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN




Rural Communities and Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure

When implementing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, rural communities like Marshall County
must overcome planning challenges to ensure that projects are more efficient, functional, cost
effective, and catered to each community. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s“Small

Towns and Rural Multi-modal Networks” guidelines, some of these challenges include:
Agricultural Operations: Farming equipment and other vehicles are often wide and slow moving.
These types of transportation equipment must be considered in rural areas.
Public Land: Public land and public spaces in rural communities can be popular destinations.
Examples of this in Marshall County are the Tippecanoe River, the many lakes, and the beach
at Lake Maxinkuckee. There are also numerous popular parks throughout the County. Creating
connectivity between these can be expensive; however, doing so can extend the use of them into
the communities.
Vehicle-Oriented Transportation Designs: Compared to urban areas, the designs of rural
transportation systems center around vehicles and how they move within the system. This can
make bicycle and pedestrian transportation more challenging and less safe.
Physical Constraints: Many rural roads have physical terrain constraints, making bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure a challenge to design and implement.
Safety Issues: Generally lacking pedestrian crossings/other safety features with rural roads.
Highways as Main Streets: In many rural communities, including several in Marshall County,
highways run directly into the downtown areas. In many cases, these roads are wide and not
designed to allow pedestrian access.
Maintenance and Weather: Active transportation and multi-modal transportation sometimes
require special maintenance equipment, especially during winter events.

Costs: Bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure can be cost prohibitive.

The planning process analyzed these issues and the master plan provides solutions and
trail routes that aim to overcome these challenges.

Benefits of Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure
The Marshall County Trails Master Plan will have several benefits to residents and visitors in the County.
The following list summarizes some of the well documented benefits, specific to Marshall County.

Fulfill the goals of the Marshall County Crossroads Transportation and Trails Committee to provide
safe/accessible routes for all non-vehicular/public transit users regardless of socioeconomic status.
Improve the experience and safety of cyclists and pedestrians throughout Marshall County.
Improve overall community health and quality of life in Marshall County by providing trails that
provide recreational opportunities, exercise activities, and outdoor fun to residents and visitors.
Boost spending in Marshall County communities through tourism and the influx of visitors who
shop and eat at businesses near trails and pedestrian infrastructure.

Increase the property values of residential and business properties near trails in Marshall County.
Improve the attractiveness of Marshall County to current residents and potential residents. Bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure will attract people to the County.

Improve the attractiveness of Marshall County to businesses. Companies value bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure because employees value it as a quality-of-life feature.

Reduce commuter cost and fuel usage by providing alternative forms of transportation.

Preserve the environment/air quality of the diverse landscapes and natural resources in the County.
Connect Marshall County communities to showcase the region’s natural assets, cultural features,
and history, thereby creating identity and pride in the region.
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MARSHALL
COUNTY

Marshall County is nestled in the heart of
northern Indiana, is conveniently located at
the junction of US 30 and US 31. When you
visit our unique rural community with our
smalltowns, home to a stunning golf course
designed by a world-renowned golf course
designer, Indiana’s second-largest natural
lake and so much more, you'll experience a
special charm that will make you want to
stay longer than you planned.

— Marshall County Website
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MARSHALL COUNTY
EXISTING CONDITIONS

Across Marshall County and within the six
focus communities, there is an extensive
network of trails that connect residents
and visitors with local parks, green spaces,
and other local areas of interest. The
Marshall County Trails Master Plan looks to
investigate the existing conditions to be
able to assemble a better understanding
of the communities and then propose
informed enhancements and additions to
the local and regional trail networks. The
overallvision for this documentis to create
a connected trail network within each
community and a connected regional trail
network across Marshall County in order
to make a more cohesive and complete
recreational experience for the residents
and visitors of Marshall County and to
provide the economic, health, and social
benefits associated with trails.

WALKABILITY

Among the 6 focus communities—
Argos, Bourbon, Bremen, Culver, La Paz
and Plymouth—Marshall  County has
an average walk score of 47, with most
communities being at least somewhat
walkable. Removing the only city from
this score (Plymouth), the score drops
to 40, meaning that most of these small
communities are car-dependent. Some of
the smaller towns have limited sidewalk
networks, mainly focused around their
respective downtowns. While the existing
conditions are often limited, there are
many opportunities for these small
towns to improve the walkability of their
communities through the goals of the
Marshall County Trails Master Plan.

MARSHALL COUNTY
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BIKEABILITY

Marshall  County has some bike
infrastructure, mostly in the form of
signed/unsigned bike routes and trails.
Some towns have already started creating
unique biking experiences in their
communities and some of the other small
towns have the possibility of rearranging
their downtown streetscapes in order
to accommodate bike lanes and other
pedestrian  infrastructure.  Improving
the bikeability of a community not only
improves the recreational experience of
the area, but also gives residents another
option for viable transportation to and
from work or for completing errands.
Shifting these communities’ focus to
the pedestrian, and not the vehicles, will
improve both these scores.




CONNECTING
MARSHALL COUNTY

Marshall County consists of many great
communities, with each town having its
own unique characteristics. The Marshall
County Trails Master Plan will look to build
upon the great sense of community that
already exists in all of these towns by
connecting its residents with local green
spaces, downtown spaces, and other
important town assets through improved
sidewalk systems, added multi-use trails,
and signed bike routes. Looking within
these communities and creating a more
connected pedestrian experience will
not only bring residents together but
also unite surrounding communities
throughout Marshall County. Imagining
a connected trail system across the entire
county is a bold and complex process
but could create a signature recreational
experience for the entire county that
involves each community, celebrating
each one of those communities, and
Creating new and exciting opportunities
that will continue to allow these small

towns to grow.

ARGOS COMMUNITY PARK TRAIL

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

With the 2019 designation of Stellar
Communities being awarded to Marshall
County, there is now a real opportunity
to set each one of these communities
on the right path towards not only
Creating a more connected region but
a more connected Marshall County as a
whole. These pedestrian improvements
are also the first steps to improving
existing downtowns and public green
spaces, providing more reason for future
development and new businesses. The
Marshall County Trails Master Plan will look
to explore these pedestrian connections
to create possibilities for each of these
communities to not only improve the
recreational experience, but also promote
the other social, economic, and cultural
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benefits associated with these changes
and improvements.




INDIANA

ARG

MARSHALL COUNTY

Argos is a small, quaint town located in north
central Indiana. We pride ourselves on the small
town feel that makes living in the Midwest a joy
every day. Safety, great schools, proximity to
large cities and inexpensive cost of living make
Argos a great choice.

Argos’s history began in 1832 when land was
purchased from the Pottawatomie Indians.
The town was first known as Sidney and later
the name was changed to Argos. In 2001, Argos
celebrated its 150th anniversary with a two-
day Sesquicentennial Celebration.

— Town of Argos Website

—
TOWN OF ARGOS




TOWN OF ARGOS
EXISTING CONDITIONS

WALKABILITY

Currently, the town of Argos is considered
to be mostly car-dependent. Most of
town’s sidewalks are located in the
downtown area. In some areas, sidewalks
are interrupted and only provide partial
lengths of pedestrian walks. Proposed
trails and sidewalks will build on the
existing network, connecting the parks
and other community assets in Argos.
Looking forward, Argos's walkability
should see a great increase with the
implementation of new sidewalk projects
included in the Stellar Communities
Regional Development Plan.

BIKEABILITY

The town of Argos has minimal
infrastructure for bicyclists and other
forms of non-motorized transportation.
Currently, the only existing trails in the
town of Argos are contained within Argos
Community Park and do not extend into
the downtown or connect with other
parks. Newly proposed trails would
connect local parks and other points of
interest in order to increase the town of
Argos's bikeability and further promote
activity. On a regional scale, Argos could
also connect to a network of proposed
state trails that would not only connect
Argos with surrounding towns and cities,
but also with counties across the state
and even national trail systems.

ARGOS COMMUNITY
PARK TRAIL




POND PARK
TOWN OF ARGOS

CONNECTING ARGOS

The town of Argos prides itself on its
commitment to parks and to community
green spaces enough to make the town
slogan, "A Town Within a Park” The town
couldseeseveralbenefitsfromconnecting
its beautiful parks with local amenities.
Having a connected park system creates
a cohesive pedestrian network that
enables people to enjoy multiple park
experiences without entering a vehicle.
This connection not only promotes
recreation across the town but also draws
people to walk or ride their bike past
some of Argos's other local attractions like
Downtown Argos with its many shops
and restaurants. Promoting pedestrian
connection across the town also creates
new opportunities for different city
programming like 5ks and cycling races.
Giving pedestrians the ability to easily
navigate Argos will also spark interest in
new development opportunities, further
allowing Argos to grow as a community.

ARGOS COMMUNITY PARK

b
" CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN FOR
ARGOS DOW| INSQUARE

e —

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

Through the 2019 Stellar Communities
designation to Marshall County, Argos
has the opportunity to expand many of
its local pedestrian networks and public
greenspaces.Several projectshavealready
been outlined in the proposal including
several trail and sidewalk improvement
projects, plans to enhance existing parks
like Pond Park, and new proposed plans
for additional public spaces like the Argos
Downtown Square, which will serve as
a public entertainment and gathering
space for the local community. Combined
with  other  major  developments
occurring in Argos, including the new
manufacturing center and Park View
housing development, the community is
trending towards a period of substantial
growth. With new housing, employment,
and recreation opportunities, Argos will
become a very attractive community for
people looking for a new place to call
home or to start a business.




INDIANA VISIONARY TRAILS
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ROADWAY CONDITIONS
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TOWN OF
BOURBON

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Bourbon, Indiana, is located in east central
Marshall County in Bourbon Township, at the
junction of State Highway 331 and US 30 in
the heart of TROJAN COUNTRY. The town of
Bourbonwaslaidoutin 1853 whenitwas certain
the railroad would be extended to that point. It
took its name from Bourbon Township, which
was named after Bourbon County, Kentucky,
the former home of many of the early settlers.
According to the 2010 census, Bourbon has a
total area of 0.99 square miles. The Bourbon
Community Building-Gymnasium was listed
on the National Register of Historic Places in
2015.

Although Bourbon has experienced  some
phenomenal growth over the years, it has
maintained the quality of life associated with
a small town rural atmosphere. Our motto
SMALL TOWN, BIG HEART says it all!

— Town of Bourbon Website

MARSHALL COUNTY
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TOWN OF BOURBON
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

WALKABILITY

The size of Bourbon makes some trips
walkable, but there are many areas
that lack the necessary pedestrian
infrastructure for safe walking and
bicycling, leading to a walk score of 38.
While the main transportation corridors
(Lincoln Highway going east and west and
Main St connecting north and south) are
lined with an effective sidewalk system,
the absence of sidewalks and pedestrian
routes in the surrounding neighborhood
areas makes it difficult for local residents
to travel to Bourbon’s Downtown and
other green spaces without the use of a
vehicle.

SIT PARK, DOWNTOWN BOURBON
SOURCE: GOOGLE MAPS

TOWN OF BOURBON
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

BIKEABILITY

Currently, the town of Bourbon is lacking
safe bicycle infrastructure, leading to a
bike score of 39. A lack of trails in Bourbon’s
green spaces also limits residents’ choices
foroutdoorrecreationand biking.Bourbon
could greatly benefit from the addition of
bike infrastructure, including the use of
bike lanes and multi-use trails. Not only is
biking a popular form of recreation, but
providing accessible bike routes would
allow for the residents of Bourbon to
use alternate forms of transportation to
complete daily errands or to commute to
work.

38/100 WALK SCORE

CAR-DEPENDENT

39/100 BIKE SCORE

MINIMAL BIKE
INFRASTRUCTURE

LINCOLN HWY ; Ve e R
DOWNTOWN BOURBON | S BN 5 ..



CONNECTING BOURBON

For the town of Bourbon, the majority of
outdoor recreation occurs at Bourbon
Park, which also serves as the recreational
space for the majority of sports programs
associated with Triton Junior-Senior High
School. Mainly focused on athletics, the
park has limited accessible walks and trails
within the park itself. Bourbon Park also
lacks pedestrian connections to the local
surrounding neighborhoods or Bourbon'’s
Downtown, forcing residents to rely on
vehiclestoreachthisimportanttownasset.
Westwood Park, the only public green
space for the west side of the community,
has minimal pedestrian connections
to the adjacent neighborhoods. Some
previously proposed trail connections
would link the schools with Bourbon Park,
theneighborhoodsontheeastsideof Main
St., and Bourbon's Downtown; however,
there are opportunities to expand upon
these current plans to connect with other
local assets like Westwood Park and to
other regional trail networks.

Y

TR 40875
" . I#E Ff R ™

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY
SOURCE: TOWN OF BOURBON

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

Pedestrian connections are greatly
beneficial not only to a town's walkability/
bikeability but also to other social
and economic factors. Providing the
infrastructure that allows pedestrians
to travel to and from important city
assets boosts interest and accessibility of
local businesses and green spaces. This
increased recreational activity also makes
Bourbon a more attractive place for new
businesses and residents. Connecting
Bourbon for the pedestrian will have an
integral role in the town'’s future growth,
enhancing some already great existing
parks and local businesses. Some of
these connections could start as small as
installing new accessible sidewalks from
the parking lots to the athletic fields at
Bourbon Park, all the way to an extensive
multi-use trail system connecting within
the town of Bourbon to other surrounding
communities and potentially the entire
state.
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: EXISTING CONDITIONS

INDIANA VISIONARY TRAILS

2016 MAP
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TRANSPORTATION HIERARCHY
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TOWN OF
BREMEN

EXISTING CONDITIONS

k

Toe fHnt ity

Incorporated in 1871, Bremen was founded
by a group of German settlers who first
named the community ‘"New Bremen.
As time progressed, the “New” was slowly
omitted and the town became known as
"Bremen.”

Recognized as a leader in the agricultural
field for its mint production, Northern
Indiana became known as the mint capital
of the nation. States like Oregon and
Washington have since inherited the title
of the mint capitol, however, Bremen still
retains its nickname as the "Mint City.”

These are just a few accounts of the
historical and cultural events and icons that
have shaped and molded the identity of
our community. We have now been given
the opportunity to continue the process of
adding valueand charactertothiswonderful
town and community of Bremen, Indiana.
— Town of Bremen Website

MARSHALL COUNTY

HISTORIC TRAIN DEPOT
SOURCE: TOWN OF BOURBON
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TOWN OF BREMEN
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EXISTI
CONDI

WALKABILITY

NG
TIONS

The town of Bremen is anchored in
the middle by its quaint and historic
downtown. With a broad network of well
maintained sidewalks, Bremen, for the
most part, is a walkable community with
a walk score of 63. The majority of multi-
use trails are contained to the local parks;
however, sidewalk connections from
downtown Bremen to major public green
spaces like Sunnyside Park are available.
In some cases, these sidewalks lack
accessibility compliance.

PLYMOUTH 57; DOWNTOWN BREMEN
SOURCE: GOOGLE MAPS
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40 | TOWN OF BREMEN

TRAILS MASTER PLAN

BIKEABILITY

Some of the multi-use trail systems in

Bremen can accommodate bike and
pedestrian travel, but these trails are
mainly contained in local parks and do
not connect cyclists with other areas of
Bremen. With Plymouth St. connecting
Bremen from the east and west, and
Center St. connecting it from north and
south, the bikeability of Bremen could be
increased if these major transportation
corridors are equipped with the right
infrastructure, such as protected bike
lanes. This would allow commuting bikers
to travel along Bremen’s major axes and
reach some of the important city assets
quickly and safely without having to
use a vehicle. Regional connections to
Plymouth, Lake of the Woods, Bourbon,
and Nappanee would help draw cyclists
to the town.

63/100 WALK SCORE

(A7) 53/100 BIKE SCORE

ZX  SOME BIKE
3% INFRASTRUCTURE

SUNNYSIDE PARK
TOWN OF BREMEN




3
Jo imik -
-l ¥ i

1

‘ "r....

| BREMEN FIREMANES-PARADE.

CONNECTING BREMEN

The town of Bremen is divided into
several distinct districts, starting with a
major commercial retail area in the west,
the school district (Bremen Middle/High
School) just east on Plymouth St, followed
by Downtown Bremen in the center of
town, and ending with the majority of
Bremen's parks and green spaces in the
west. Filling the gaps between these
districts will connect the majority of
Bremen's neighborhoods. Connecting
these major districts would greatly
benefit to Bremen's overall connectivity
and would give pedestrians the freedom
to comfortably travel across town without
a vehicle. With a strong existing sidewalk
system, much of the needed connections
for the town of Bremen come in the form
of transforming these existing sidewalks
into multi-use trails and creating new trail
networks that connect to existing trail
systems within the local parks.

-
o

BREMENTOWNHALL

e

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

Looking forward, the town of Bremen
is proposing several additions and
enhancements that would increase the
walkability and bikeability of the town.
Proposed trails would also create other
opportunities for new development
adjacent to these new trails, being an
attractive asset for new businesses and
residents. Reimagining the downtown
streetscape is also another element of
this proposal in order to create a more
comfortable pedestrian environment for
the residents and visitors of Bremen. By
increasing sidewalk widths and adding
a planting barrier between pedestrians
and cars, Bremen will create a safer feeling
environment for pedestrians. Adding a
bike lane to this streetscape would also
increase the connectivity for bicyclists
with the downtown area as well as with
other proposed regional biking networks
that could connect to Bourbon, La Paz
and the rest of Marshall County.
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l: EXISTING CONDITIONS

MARSHALL COUNTY TRAILS MASTER PLAN
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TOWN OF
CULVER

EXISTING CONDITIONS

LITTLE TOWN ON LAKE MAX!NKUCKEE

INTRODUCTION

Located in the southwestern corner of
Marshall County, Culver is approximately
45 miles south of South Bend, 90 miles
southeast of Chicago, and 125 miles north
of Indianapolis.

This Little Town on Lake Maxinkuckee,
Indiana’s second largest natural lake, will
surprise you with its sophisticated shops and
restaurants, diverse recreational activities,
and friendly residents.

Culver is home to a diverse array of shops
and restaurants in our commercial districts;
a beautiful 5-acre park on the shores of
Lake Maxinkuckee; Culver Academies, a
world-renowned boarding school; Culver
Community School Corporation, which
provides K-12 public education, and so much
more.

— Town of Culver Website

MARSHALL COUNTY

Culver

TOWN OF
CULVER
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

WALKABILITY

While considered to be car-dependent,
Culver is actually quite walkable. The walk
score of 50 should be going up soon,
with a slate of trail and sidewalk projects
in progress. Culver has a very strong
existing sidewalk system and has the first
phase of the Lake Max Trail installed in
the Town Park and connecting to Culver
Academies. Also, Culver was recently
designated a “Walk Friendly” designation
from the nationally recognized Walk
Friendly Communities program.

“4 \

TOWN OF CULVER
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

48 |

BIKEABILITY

With a bike score of 56, Culver's decent
bikeability rating is a result of the many
existing signed bike routes surrounding
the town, especially in connection with
Lake Maxinkuckee. In the downtown area,
Culver does lack some bike infrastructure
in terms of bike lanes and multi-use trails,
but this will be improved with currently
proposed trail projects. In general, the
existing biking experience in Culver is
being well established and future plans
will look to expand on these existing bike
routes by adding new connecting trails
and bike routes to create a complete
pedestrian  network around  Lake
Maxinkuckee and throughout the town
of Culver.

50/100 WALK SCORE

SOMEWHAT
WALKABLE

56/100 BIKE SCORE

SOME BIKE
INFRASTRUCTURE




LAKE MAX TRAIL

TOWN.OF CULVER

CONNECTING CULVER

With the creation of a Master Bike and
Pedestrian Plan in 2016 and significant
investments from the Town and the Culver
Redevelopment Commission in sidewalk
projects and trails, Culver is already taking
the steps to connect its community
assets by creating a complete pedestrian
network. While the town of Culver is a
small community on the northwest shore
of Lake Maxinkuckee, the perimeter of
Indiana’'s second largest natural lake is
quite extensive. To have a complete trail
system that stretches this entire distance
would create a signature recreational
experience for its residents, as well as the
many seasonal visitors. Within Culver, new
trail systems will connect with other local
assets, such as the Middle/High School

towards the northern part of Culver, the
Culver Academies in the east of town,
Downtown Culver in the center of town,
Culver Beach Lodge/Culver Park on Lake
Maxinkuckee's northwest shore, and with
new housing developments in the west.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

With  the 2017 Stellar Communities
designation and completion of new
housing and several projects in the Stellar
plan, Culver continues to grow. Newly
proposed ftrail systems and pedestrian
networks reflect Culver's mission to
create a “Stellar Town year round” Newly
proposed trails would connect each side
of the community with the downtown
area, allowing people to more actively
visit and shop the retail center of Culver,
further boosting economic activity and
growth. New bike routes would also lead
to regional bicycle connections with
Plymouth and Argos, which could lead to
programming opportunities, such as bike
races that extend across Marshall County.
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Along U.S. 31 and U.S. 6, in the northern most
part of Marshall County, you will find the W N

small, quiet town of La Paz. There are about P o o &
600 citizens who call La Paz home. 7

Blueberries reign king in Marshall County,
and nowhere is it more apparent than in
this community, which is home to Tillman’s
Farms (formerly Pertics Blueberry Plantation),
a popular stop for people who want to pick
their own fruit or buy already harvested
berries. For visitors who grew up in a small
town, this tiny burg with a big grain elevator
might recall your youth.

La Paz may be small, but you'll still ind some L A ; P A Z
] L, | = | - M A

wonderful home-style cooking in the local
restaurants.

SNOILLIANOD SNILSIX3

— Town of La Paz Website

MARSHALL COUNTY

I.; Ll Y

LAVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
SOURCE: SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE

- TOWN OF
LA PAZ
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

WALKABILITY

The small town of La Paz in the north of
Marshall County is mostly car-dependent
and has a limited sidewalk system. The
stretches of sidewalk that are available
are mostly along Michigan St, with some
partial sidewalk blocks extending into
the neighborhoods surrounding the
downtown. Many of the sidewalk blocks
areeitherincomplete orareinseriousneed
of repair. Given the small scale of La Paz,
town assets can be made very walkable
if proper pedestrian infrastructure is
constructed over time.

MICHIGAN RD
TOWNOF LAPAZ

TOWN OF LA PAZ
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

BIKEABILITY

Similar to the walkability, the town of
La Paz is seeing a low bikeability score
due to its lack of bicycle and pedestrian
infrastructure. With a wide roadway
corridoron Michigan St,, cyclists can utilize
the roadway; however, the street does
not offer protection for cyclists. The lack of
roadway shoulders in the downtown area
coupled with poor shoulder conditions
creates unsafe biking conditions. With the
construction of US-31 and the reduction
in vehicular traffic along Old US-31, there
isan opportunity to create a multi-use trail
through the corridor that would connect
La Paz to the LaVille Schools, South Bend,
and Plymouth.

ﬂ 14/100 WALK SCORE

MINIMAL BIKE
3% INFRASTRUCTURE

DOWNTOWN LA PAZ




CONNECTING LA PAZ

While small, La Paz still has a great sense
of community and a lot of potential to
further connect its residents with the
town they love. Additionally, the town has
some assets that could greatly benefit
from increased pedestrian connectivity,
including the downtown area, La Paz
Community Park, and the renowned
Tillman Blueberry Farms. With the majority
of town anchored around Michigan St.,
the focus for connecting these areas
of interest must be on improving the
conditions for pedestrians along this
- = . transportation corridor. This would allow
A - g S = -4 for safe pedestrian connection to the
o ; . — : downtown area and park from town
o e , e neighborhoods, and the corridor could

: Wl - connect to planned regional trails that
et _ . would connect La Paz to South Bend and
N =Rl (S S . Plymouth.

DOWNTOWN LA PAZ

LA PAZ COMMUNITY PARK
SOURCE: GOOGLE MAPS

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

La Paz has many opportunities to improve
and already has the small community
appeal that many people are looking
for in a new home. By improving some
of the existing conditions and making
some additional enhancements to the
infrastructure  to accommodate for
increased pedestrian activity, La Paz could
become a desirable location for new
businesses and development. Looking
beyond the town limits of La Paz, some
additional plans are proposed to connect
this ~ community  with  surrounding
communities, including South Bend,
Bremen, and Plymouth, via a regional trail
network.
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CITY OF
PLYMOUTH

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Plymouth ™

Located along the banks of the tranquil
Yellow River, Plymouth is the center of
commerce and government in Marshall
County, Indiana. Incorporated as a city
in 1873, Plymouth quickly became an
important stop along the Michigan Road.

The City of Plymouth has long been an
industrial center. Sawmills, barrels, and
baskets have been replaced by plastics,
food production, and tire industries. Today,
large industrial parks on the City’s west side
provide stable employment to thousands of
Plymouth residents.

Today, Plymouth boasts two major four-
lane highways, a municipal airport, two rail
lines, efficient public utilities and welcoming
citizens. We encourage you to visit Plymouth
and see our unique history in person.

- City of Plymouth Website

MARSHALL COUNTY

RIVER PARK SQAURE
CITY OF PLYMOUTH
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

WALKABILITY

The city of Plymouth has an exceptional
trail system along the Yellow River and a
very well maintained network of sidewalks
throughout the city, which reflect its high
walk score of 80. With a long connected
network of public green spaces, Plymouth
residents and visitors can travel just over a
mile by trail from the north of the city to
the downtown of Plymouth in the middle
of the city. The majority of residential
neighborhoods also have complete
sidewalk blocks connecting its residents
with the downtown.

? (O GREENWAYS TRAIL
alt TN CITY OF PLYMOUTH

64 | CITY OF PLYMOUTH

TRAILS MASTER PLAN

BIKEABILITY

The multi-use trails along the Yellow
River (Greenways Trail) serve as a great
recreational option for runners, walkers,
and cyclists alike. However, the major
roadways of Plymouth (Lincoln Hwy/
Michigan St) lack infrastructure that
allows for safe and comfortable cycling.
Plymouth is also centrally located in the
County, providing an exciting opportunity
to connect with each of the surrounding
communities.

ﬂ 80/100 WALK SCORE

H VERY WALKABLE

A% 63/100 BIKE SCORE

ZX SOME BIKE
O—’?O INFRASTRUCTURE

GREENWAYS TRAILS
CITY OF PLYMOUTH




'I"’-'HREEDOM PARK
CITY'OF PLYMOUTH

.I.

CONNECTING PLYMOUTH

Building off of the existing trails will
expand walkability and increase the
pedestrian connectivity of the city.
Proposed trails would also look to
connect public green spaces in the city to
Create a complete recreational network.
This would create an incredibly unique
trail experience and give the residents
and visitors of Plymouth more reason to
explore recreational outlets and existing
parks. This trail system is also closely
connected to downtown Plymouth
through River Park Square. Making
regional connections into Plymouth will
allow cyclists from Marshall County and
neighboring counties an opportunity
to enjoy a long bicycle trip with a day
or weekend in Plymouth, shopping, and
dining at the many great local businesses.

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES

Within

Plymouth,
and park systems would further boost

connecting trails

Plymouth's appeal as a pedestrian-
friendly community. While Plymouth is
larger in size, connecting residential areas
from all parts of the city will increase
the usage of public spaces and increase
economic activity with local businesses. It
is important to include as many parts of
the city in this recreational plan to actively
include all residents and promote a sense
of community. With its central location
in Marshall County, Plymouth can be the
hub of the Marshall County trail system,
Creating multiple county and regional
trail connections.
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PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
STRATEGIES
COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS
MARSHALL COUNTY
BIKE & PED. SURVEY

INTRODUCTION

The Marshall County Master Plan includes a
collection and analysis of information from
the residents of the six focus communities
in Marshall County. Considered to be “local
experts,'the input of these residents is highly
valued for the inventory process of any
project, allowing designers to make the most
informed decisions that will reflect the ideas
and concerns of the people who will be using
the finished project the most. Engaging the
community is also an important and effective
way of educating the public on new projects
in their communities and enabling them to
have their voices heard in the design process.
The process of public engagement also
makes the anticipation of a finished park or
trail a more communal event, sparking more
interest and eventual use of the finished
project that the residents were a part of
since the project’s inception. This also builds
a greater sense of community and reinforces
the relationship between people and design
that much further.

MARSHALL COUNTY TRAILS

The Marshall County Trails Master Plan
was an idea of the Trails Committee of
the Marshall County Crossroads planning
team. Public engagement included events
that the Crossroads team performed in
the summer of 2019, and specific bike/ped
engagement activities in the winter of 2020.
Engagement activities included pop-up
booths at community events, stakeholder
group meetings, a public input survey, and
an interactive mapping welbsite. This variety
of engagement methods attempted to give
all residents an opportunity for low-friction
methods for providing input.




UBLIC
NGAGEMENT
TRATEGIES

The  Marshall  County  Crossroads
regional planning team, the Crossroads’
Transportation and Trails Committee, and
community leaders in each community
conducted multiple public engagement
activities that collected information and
input from residents. These activities show
that the residents of Marshall County value
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and
desire to add more to each community
and the region. This section looks at the
results of the public engagement activities
that motivated the development of this
Master Plan and informed the projects in
the plan.

Valaime)

72 | MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

During this process, it was important to
make providing feedback convenient to the
residents of each community. These public
engagementsessionswerestrategicintaking
the survey materials to the communities
and having personal conversations with the
residents of these towns in order to gain
legitimate perspectives of how they view
transportation, recreation, health, and so on.

INTHE COMMUNITY,
ENGAGEMENT

During the Summer of 2019, the Public
Engagement Committee hosted public
events across Marshall County, including:

- June 8: Taste of Culver

- June 18: Bremen Fireman’s Festival

- June 22: Argos Town Festival

- June 22: Plymouth Art Festival

- June 28: Bourbon Food Truck Friday

- July 26: Stakeholder Workshop

«August 1:LaPazCouncil-Hosted Gathering
- August 7: Neighborhood Center

- August 15: Tippecanoe

- August 27:Youth Engagement Workshop

At each event, people were surveyed
about quality of life in Marshall County.
Display boards showed proposed Stellar
Communities and County projects, and
people put blue stickers by the projects
they loved, orange stickers by those they
felt neutral, and red by those they did
not want to be completed. The pie charts
indicate which areas were voted as high
priority within each community. Results
variedacross Marshall County,showing that
each community has differing priorities
and desired outcomes from Stellar.

BOURBON

PLYMOUTH

Legend
Workforce Recruitment
Regional Trail System
Education & Skills Training
Main Street Initiatives
Arts

. Housing

. High-Speed Internet

CULVER

ARGOS

BREMEN
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MOVING FORWARD SURVEY

In 2019, Marshall County residents ranked a
list of goal statements in a Moving Forward
Survey. Transportation and trails ranked 5th
among areas of concern for residents. In the
same survey, residents listed these as priorities:

gathered to discuss quality of life ideas.
Students could also offer feedback on
Stellar projects, and they took a survey
to answer questions about quality of
life in Marshall County and about their
plans for the future.

+ Multi-use trails within each community: #1 N et
. . e o =
pl‘lorlty ‘ it & s (\yEsT IN PURPOSE-DRIVEN PLANS FORWORKFORCE At the WorkShOpS/ Stakeh0|der5 and
. . . - G DEVELOPMENT, WORKFORCE RETENTION AND ATTRACTION, AN .

« Sidewalk improvements and sidewalk e s RRGION, 70 OFVELOR EMERGING TALEN, AND 10 AT TRACK Nl youth offered these ideas:

i llations in the communities: #2 priority bangolvegaieane . & TS s - - Sy,

InSta : MARSHALLCOUNT‘V-

. . . . . THROUGH THE EDUCATION, o L. .
® Reglonal tralls and ConneCtIonS: #3 prlorlty nBX?SI’:ﬁ\IY('i%’:I?I'HEA L i m A CURATED COLLABORATION OF LEADERS FROM DIVERSEFAITH-BASED, SOCIO-ECONOMIC, LANGUAGE, ¢ Con neCt the Com m u n |t|eS V|a a
P o 'i_.' » . ETHNIC, AND CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS FROM ACROSSMARSHALL COUNTY, STRATEGICALLY ENGAGING
i - WITH WOMEN AND MINORITY COMMUNITIES TO CREATE HIGH-QUALITY HOMETOWNS.

regional trail system.
=i A - Integrate arts (visual, performance,
H 18 ] = i . . .
| R S s music, etc.), culture, and history into
o ADDRESS THE EDUCATION, AND ol ’ o L .
YOUTH ANDRDOLLROPULATION iy S ¥ the trails.

MARSHALL COUNTY'BY. INCREASING
THE QUALITY OF EARLY EDUCATION

OPEORTUNITIES INCREASING THE - B - Develop a public transit system that
AND TRAINING QU NCUBENT ' connects people to key locations in
the communities: schools, hospitals,

Sl B food, and other critical resources.
' . Follow Complete Street guidelines

when developing roads and trails.
- Work with  County and local
departments to incorporate

o ) o 'Centler
In addition to this survey’s results, around the

same time of the survey, stakeholders met
at a Ball State-sponsored workshop. When
surveyed about what stakeholders thought
would be a game changer for the county, the :

number 1 response was “Trails! e . CVSZDE:E;:;T;M?;\MST"”
These results show that Marshall County
residents and stakeholders want to see more
trails in communities and they want to connect
their communities through this type of

ENGAGE AND INSPIRE MARSHALL COUNTY’S YOUNGER GENERATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN DECISION-
MAKING PROCESSES THAT WILL UTILIZE THEIR PASSION, ENERGY, AND SKILLS TO BRING SOLUTIONS TO
OUR CHALLENGES, THEREBY TRANSFORMING OUR YOUTH INTO LEADERS IN OUR COUNTY.

ENSURETRANSPbRTATION Is
AVAILABLE AND ACCESSIBLE

infrastructure. Residents also ranked improving IO EVERYONE IN MARSHALL more bike signage and paths for

SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS,

outdoor spaces and parks a number one Db o BARRIERS pedestrian and bike ftrails when

priority, making it is clear that Marshall County “ags
residents place heavy emphasis on improving
outdoor amenities.

Following this workshop, on July 26, the
Marshall County Crossroads team hosted 100
stakeholders from across the County for a 100
ldeas Stakeholder Workshop. Stakeholders
rotated among tables to discuss their ideas
about each pillar of the quality of life. On August
27, students from across the County also

74 | MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

paving or improving roads.

- Create ride sharing programs,
carpooling programs, and a bus
transit system that would provide
public transportation 24/7.

«  Focus on inter-community systems
and programming that enable
people to get from one city to the
other.

- Empowerstudentsthroughdifferent
forms of transportation to connect
with other students.



POP-UP ENGAGEMENT

To further enhance understanding of what
thecommunityvaluedintermsof newtrails
and sidewalks in their community, the next
public engagement strategy used a Pop-
Up Engagement method with a variety
of feedback options to allow community
members to voice their opinions about
the idea of new trails in their towns and
where these new trails should be located.
This public engagement strategy primarily
took place during the winter and early
spring of 2020 and consisted of bringing
print out boards of proposed trail networks
to local events in those communities (e.q.
basketball games) and allowing people
to place colored dots on the trail boards
where they either liked, disliked, or were
unsure about certain trail locations and or
other specific factors relating to the trail.
People were also asked to fill out simple
comment cards with why they want more
trails in their community and what they
love about the trails in their community in
general.

76 | MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

While simple, this engagement strategy
was valuable and allowed the community
to provide their opinion in trail planning
decisions while being in an approachable
environment. It is common that people
are not comfortable attending a public
city meeting and voicing their opinion in
front of a crowd of people so this strategy
provided an easy and convenient way for
those people and others who may not
have been aware of this trail planning to
provide their input.

Feedback received about the trails was
then used to make appropriate changes
to proposed trails for each community. The
feedback from the communities on the
comment cards was also used to adjust
project goals and objectives specifically for
each community to better match the goals
of residents. In general, when prompted
with the question of what they would
like to see come from this trails master
planning project, residents of Marshall
county responded accordingly:

+ Exploring the Outdoors

+ Health & Wellness

+ Safety

+ In General Like the Idea

+ Biking & Variety of Recreational Options

LNIWIDVYON3 OIT9nd

"\ r sessssocees

..InGeneral + . ..... Explore the
Like the Idea Outdoors
18%
&

Biking & Variety
of Rec. Options

Total Comment
Card Responses

NV1d LSV STIVHL ALNNOD TIVYHSYYW
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SHALL COUNTY BICYCLE
PEDESTRIAN PLAN SURVEY

In order to gather further input from the community, the Marshall County Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan Survey was made public to all six of the focus communities as well as
the entirety of Marshall County. This online survey aimed to further understand residents’
opinions on bicycle and walking conditions in their communities and what improvements
they would like to see regarding bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

CITY OF PLYMOUTH |

UNINCORPORATED
MARSHALL COUNTY -

TOWN OF CULVER 1
TOWN OF ARGOS |
TOWN OF BREMEN |

TOWN OF BOURBON
TOWN OF LA PAZ :

What Communlty
Do You Live In?
505 Total Responses

MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

78 |

MARSHALL COUNTY OVERALL RESULTS
RESPONDENT INFORMATION

Age of Respondents

# OF RESPONDENTS
N N (o)} (0]
o o o o
UNDER 18 [ §
24 N :
34 I
I

AGE

SOURCE

racesook
: L
o Ul o Ul
o o o o

Where Respondents
Heard About The Survey

................................. .. 300

# OF RESPONDENTS
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MARSHALL COUNTY OVERALL RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS

e*++ Excellent

o
Poor S

What are your
opinions on current
walking conditions in
your community?

Good

Almost 60% of participants ranked the conditions for walking
Fair or Poor, and only 11% ranked them as Excellent

s**+Excellent

Good

GROCERY STORE

What Places Respondents
Typically Bike/Walk To

........................................
....................
....................
ooooooooooooooo

scHooL N

meDicAL 1

visiTING FRIENDS [

SHOPPING 1
FAITH-BASED

PARKS & TRAILS
RESTAURANTS i 5
feeeneant .o
—_ N w N
o o o o
o o o o

ENTERTAINMENT

MARSHALL COUNTY OVERALL RESULTS
RANKING IDEAS IN TERMS OF IMPORTANCE

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

veveena. 3% Not At All
: Important
Not Too geeseeees 3% Unsure
Important
3% Not At All
Important ******"3 Somewhat veeveesss. NOt At All
: Important . Important
2% NotToo .,... - :
Important s« :o** 1% Unsure s :°*** 2% Unsure
- Not Too o
Somewhat . o Important 6%
Important Improving facilities in o°
A

city or town centers and
main streets

1

Creating safe routes for
walking and bicycling to
school

7

Creating less pollution

Somewhat

N What are your
opinions on
current bike riding
conditions in your

39

DESTINATION

What Barriers Respondents Face

ity? . . . .
community? Bicycling & Walking In The Community
79% rank biking conditions as Fair or Poor! Only 6%
ranked them as Excellent (18% ranked them as Good)
:***Never
Occasionally
“9?\0 .
Daily
How often do you
bike or walk for
transportation or
At Least recreational o N N R N ' o, ..
7 .
Once purposes? QL 0g LT MY YT Yy Yy
a Month W< §iadHIo L iUz DD
o i higia '<T: O iZigiO OO0 i
Atleast w2z © =2 Eif & 0 5 0F 0 > w
Oncea ¥ ¥ z 8-> =w oo m o+ = =0
[ToN S e LiFis Ko g g
€ 0 xi8in =~ O i ZiZ
Almost half of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with o ® g 8 g I<—( % R O] 6
39% more saying they do at least monthly or occasionally g<) 6 % a
- BARRIERS

MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

£ 200

100

Ver
Impor¥ant Important
Not At All .......
Important .
+ :**** 2% Unsure
Not Too .
Ver Ver
Impor¥ant Important Impor¥ant
qele
veeeees 2% Not At All veesesss NOLALAI
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TOWN OF ARGOS RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS
69 Total Responses

Excellent

Poor
g\

What are your
opinions on current
walking conditions in

your community?

Fair

Almost 60% of participants ranked the conditions for walking
Fair or Poor, and only 11% ranked them as Excellent

Excellent

Poor & What are your
opinions on
current bike riding
conditions in your

community?

Fair

79% rank biking conditions as Fair or Poor! Only 6%
ranked them as Excellent (18% ranked them as Good)

How often do you
bike or walk for
transportation or

recreational
purposes?

On
Occasion

At Least
Once a Month

Almost half of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with
39% more saying they do at least monthly or occasionally

At Least

TOWN OF ARGOS
TRAILS MASTER PLAN
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TRAFFIC SPEED
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ENTERTAINMENT

PARKS & TRAILS
—_ N w AN Ul
o o o o o

ESTINATION

What Barriers Respondents Face
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TOWN OF ARGOS RESULTS
WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE

Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response

Disagree

Neutral

| would like to see
wide shoulders to
accommodate
bicyclists on rural
roads in Marshall
County

Agree

Disagree

I would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands
throughout my
community

Agree

Disagree

| would like to see
wider sidewalks

to accommodate
restaurant seating

Neutral

7% Disagree

Disagree
Aok

I would like to see
bike lanes connecting
my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

Disagree

I would like to see
more bicycle parking
throughout my

community

| would like to see
more mixed streets
in my community

Agree

Agree
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TOWN OF ARGOS RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of

“Very Important” Response
3% Not AtAll
Important :
i+ 1% Unsure
Somewhat ‘B
Important
Creating safe routes
for walking and
bicycling to school
Very
Important
_____ 1% Not At All
1% NotToo Important
Important “"": :  Unsure
Somewhat
Important K
Improving facilities in
city or town centers
and main streets
Very
Important
TOWN OF ARGOS
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

1% Not At All

1% Not Too e Important

Important = ¢ :

Somewhat
Important

Increasing health
and physical activity

Very
Important
...... 3% Not At All
Not Too i Important
Important
o'l

4

Creating less
pollution

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important
4% Not At All
Important i+ 4% Unsure
Not Too :
Important

Supporting tourism
and economic
development

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

4% Not Too

Important :

6

Enhancing access
to and experience
of the natural
environment

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

Not Too
Important

7

Providing affordable

Somewhat . .
t transportation options

Importan

for low-income citizens

Very
Important

Not At All

Important
"> 1% Unsure

Not Too 6%
Important

Creating safe bicycling
connections between
communities in
Marshall County

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important
1% Not At All
Important """ :
: i+ 3% Unsure
Not Too
Important

"

9

Providing
Somewhat independent
Important transportation

options for all ages
and abilities

Very
Important
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TOWN OF BOURBON RESULTS TOWN OF BOURBON RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE

31 Total Responses What Places Respondents ) Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response
Typically Bike/Walk To :
What are your

S mm diieesessessessessessescsssessecssessesces s e s 25
Good :
............................................ E 20 Neutral
. :
Poor ,-°¢ What are your Neutral
opinionson current T i : 15
walking conditions in . I would like to see
your Community? e o e e e e e e e e . e e e e e e e e .E 'IO Wide ShOUIders to Agree I would like to see Agree
: accommodate more bicycle parking
bicyclists on rural throughout my
) . e - ... ... ... . R roads in Marshall community
I County
77% of participants ranked the conditions for walking Fair or Poor, . . . . . . ) . I . Im
and none ranked them as Excellent. 23% ranked them as good v I
S A
Poor Good = %
¢ =
L
opinions on $

q
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mebicAL I

visiTING FRIENDS [N
SHOPPING

GROCERY STORE
RESTAURANTS

PARKS & TRAILS

ENTERTAINMENT

o Disagree
13%

DESTINATION Neutral Neutral

current bike riding

conditions in your

community?

I would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands
throughout my
community

Fair
| would like to see
wider sidewalks
to accommodate
restaurant seating

What Barriers Respondents Face
Bicycling & Walking In The Community

90% rank biking conditions as Fair/Poor (61% saying poor)! N
Only 10% ranked them as Good (0% ranked them as Excellent)
Occasionally B
How often do you B B
bike or walk for

[a]

w

w

o

wn

4

™

L
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[

Agree

Disagree

Disagree

Agree

| would like to see
more mixed streets
in my community

| would like to see

transportation or ) ‘
bike lanes connecting Agree

recreational
purposes?

my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

Once

aMonth At Least

Once a Week

61% of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with 39%
more saying they do at least monthly or occasionally
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TOWN OF BOURBON RESULTS

IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

Somewhat
Important

1

Increasing health
and physical activity

Very
Important

Somewhat
Important

Creating safe
routes for walking
and bicycling to
school

Very
Important

TOWN OF BOURBON
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

Not Too

greeee 3% Unsure
Important """ :

Somewhat
Important

Enhancing access to
and experience of the
natural environment

Very
Important

Not Too
Important

4

Supporting tourism
and economic
development

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important
3% Not At All
Important :
Not Too
Important

5

Providing affordable
transportation options
for low-income citizens

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

3% Not Too

Important :

Improving facilities in
city or town centers
and main streets

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

3% Unsure ----... :

Not Too
Important

7

Creating safe bicycling
connections between
communities in
Marshall County

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

3% Not At All
Important

Not Too
Important

8

Providing independent

Somewhat . :
transportation options
Important for all ages and abilities
Very
Important
3% Not AtAll
Important i :---+3% Unsure

Not Too
Important

9

Creating less

Somewhat
t pollution

Importan

Very
Important
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TOWN OF BREMEN RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS
48 Total Responses

Excellent

(]
A Good
Poor ¢
s What are your
opinions on current
walking conditions in
your community?
67% of participants ranked the conditions for walking Fair or Poor,
and only 33% ranked them as Excellent or Good
Poor Excellent
pﬂ?h %
What are your
opinions on Good
current bike riding
conditions in your
community?
75% rank biking conditions as Fair or Poor! Only 10% ranked
them as Excellent (15% ranked them as Good)
Never -c... .
Occasionally 6%
How often do you
bike or walk for
transportation or
recreational
At Least purposes?

Once
a Month At Least
Oncea

Week

67% of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with 27%
more saying they do at least monthly or occasionally

TOWN OF BREMEN
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

0 |

WoRe 5

schooL :

visiTinG FriEnDs [
parKs & TRAILS [

SHOPPING -

RESTAURANTS

- N w

(@) o (@)

GROCERY STORE

What Places Respondents
Typically Bike/Walk To

MEDICAL {
FAITH-BASED
ENTERTAINMENT

DESTINATION

What Barriers Respondents Face
Bicycling & Walking In The Community

WEATHER S

NO SAFE ROUTE {3
KDSAFETY pmmml =
— N
o o

TAKES TOO LONG
DEST.TOO FAR 1N

NO SHOWER AT DEST. il

BIKE LANES END |
LAcK ofF sipEwALKs T

CROSS BUSY STREETS [

PREFER TO DRIVE
DON'T OWN A BIKE
CAN'T RIDE A BIKE

DON'T FEEL SAFE [

BARRIERS

TOWN OF BREMEN RESULTS
WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE

Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response

Disagree Disagree

80/0 sol o

Neutral

I would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands
throughout my
community

| would like to see
wide shoulders to
accommodate
bicyclists on rural
roads in Marshall
County

Agree Agree

Disagree
19%

Disagree
12%

Neutral

5

| would like to see
wider sidewalks

to accommodate

restaurant seating

| would like to see
bike lanes connecting
my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree
o
'90

6

| would like to see
more mixed streets
in my community

Agree

I would like to see
more bicycle parking

throughout my
community

Agree

Neutral
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TOWN OF BREMEN RESULTS
IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

2% Not At All

Important™™": T 4% Unsure

Somewhat
Important

Creating safe routes
for walking and
bicycling to school

Very
Important

e 2% Unsure

Somewhat
Important

Increasing health
and physical activity

Very
Important

TOWN OF BREMEN
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

2% Not At All
Important

2% Not Too
Important

greeee 4% Unsure

Somewhat
Important

Enhancing access to
and experience of the
natural environment

Very
Important

2% Not At All
Important

NotToo .
Important -

s 2% Unsure

4

Improving facilities in
city or town centers
and main streets

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important
Not At All seeees 20 Unsure
Important -
$olo
Not Too
Important

5

Creating safe bicycling
connections between
communities in
Marshall County

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

5----4% Unsure

Not At All
Important
4% NotToo ... ofo
Important N
Somewhat Supporting tourism
Important and economic
development
Important
Unsure......
Not At All
Important \
Not Too
Important
Somewhat 7
Important Creating less pollution

Important

g 4% Unsure

Not At All
Important

Not Too &l
Important

8

Providing independent
transportation options
for all ages and abilities

Somewhat
Important

Important

Very
Unsure Important
Not At All
Important
‘g\
Providing affordable
Not Too

transportation options

Important for low-income citizens

Somewhat
Important
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TOWN OF CULVER RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS
92 Total Responses
Poor Excellent

9%

What are your
opinions on current
walking conditions in
your community?

54% of participants ranked the conditions for walking Fair or Poor,
and 46% ranked them as Excellent or Good

s 2% Excellent
Poor
’ﬂolo

What are your
opinions on
current bike riding
conditions in your
community?

70% rank biking conditions as Fair or Poor! Only 30% ranked
them as Excellent (15% ranked them as Good)

3% Never ««---. .

Occasionally

At Least
Once a How often do you
Month bike or walk for

transportation or
recreational
purposes?

At Least

75% of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with 22%
more saying they do at least monthly or occasionally

TOWN OF CULVER
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

94 |

Once a Week

-----

GROCERY STORE

What Places Respondents
Typically Bike/Walk To

....................
....................
....................
..........................
...............

------

work. I
SCHOOL :
MEDICAL |
VISITING FRIENDS _
SHOPPING |
RESTAURANTS
FAITH-BASED

PARKS & TRAILS
—_ N w n (92 (@) ~
o o o o o o o

ENTERTAINMENT

DESTINATION

What Barriers Respondents Face
Bicycling & Walking In The Community

DEST. TOO FAR 1

BIKE LANES END
TAKES TOO LONG {
NO SHOWER AT DEST. 11
PREFER TO DRIVE
DON'T OWN A BIKE
CAN'T RIDE A BIKE

DON'T FEEL SAFE :
: : : f

WEATHER SR

NO SAFEROUTE [ @
KDSAFETY pmmmm

—_ N w N

(@) o (@) (@)

LACK OF SIDEWALKS

CROSS BUSY STREETS N °

BARRIERS

TOWN OF CULVER RESULTS

WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE

Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response

4% Disagree ------ :

Neutral

1

I would like to see
wide shoulders to
accommodate
bicyclists on rural
roads in Marshall
County

Agree

Disagree
8%

Neutral

I would like to see
bike lanes connecting
my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

Agree

Disagree
18%

3

I would like to see
wider sidewalks
to accommodate

restaurant seating

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

13%

| would like to see
more mixed streets
in my community

4% Disagree ------ :

Neutral

Disagree

Neutral

5

I would like to see
more bicycle parking
throughout my
community

\$o|o

6

| would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands
throughout my
community

Agree

Agree
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TOWN OF CULVER RESULTS
IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

4% NotToo ... .. 3% Not At All
Important ™"t Important
Somewhat

Important

Creating safe routes
for walking and
bicycling to school

Very
Important

2% NotToo 2% Not At All

Important P Important

Somewhat
Important

Increasing health
and physical activity

Very
Important

TOWN OF CULVER
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

3% Not At All
Not Too geeees
Important : Important

Somewhat
Important

3

Enhancing access to
and experience of the
natural environment

Very
Important

4% Not At All
Important

3% NotToo .
Important -

s 1% Unsure

4

Supporting tourism
and economic
development

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

Not At All
Important

5%
Not Too
Important

5

Creating safe bicycling
connections between
communities in
Marshall County

Somewhat
Important

Important

Not At All i 1% Unsure
Important ¢

Not Too 5%

Important

6

Improving facilities in
city or town centers
and main streets

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

RTTPPIEN 2% Unsure

Not At All
Important
A0

Not Too
Important
Somewhat 7
Important Creating less pollution

Very
Important

Somewhat
Important

peeene 4% Unsure

Not At All
Important

Not Too 10l
Important

8

Providing independent
transportation options
for all ages and abilities

Important

2% Unsure «----- :

Very
Not At All Important
Important
S*
Not Too
Important 9

Providing affordable
transportation options
for low-income citizens

Somewhat
Important
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TOWN OF LA PAZ RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS
7 Total Responses

Poor
a3%
Good
What are your
opinions on current
walking conditions in
your community?
72% of participants ranked the conditions for walking Fair or Poor,
0% ranked them as Excellent, and only 28% ranked them as Good
Poor
1\o|o
What are your
opinions on Good
current bike riding
conditions in your
community?
71% rank biking conditions as Poor! Only 29% ranked them as
Good (0% ranked them as Excellent or Fair)
Never )
AB°b Daily
Occa5|on
*
How often do you
bike or walk for
transportation or
recreational
purposes?

72% of respondents bike or walk daily or weekly with 14% more
saying they do occasionally. 14% say they never bike or walk for
transportation or recreational purposes.

TOWN OF LA PAZ
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

What Places Respondents
Typically Bike/Walk To

GROCERY STORE
scHooL |
MEDICAL |

RESTAURANTS
FAITH-BASED
ENTERTAINMENT

work R ¢
visiTING FRIENDS [N L
PARKS & TRAILS [

DESTINATION

What Barriers Respondents Face
Bicycling & Walking In The Community

...........

WEATHER 1

NO SAFE ROUTE {

TAKES TOO LONG |
PREFER TO DRIVE
DON'T OWN A BIKE
CAN'T RIDE A BIKE

TRAFFIC SPEED

DON'T FEEL SAFE [

BIKE LANES END .

LACKOF SiDEwALks T

|

I
|

KDSAFETY pEms

DEST.TOO FAR _

CROSS BUSY STREETS

BARRIERS

TOWN OF LA PAZ RESULTS

WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE

Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response

Disagree

| would like to see
wider sidewalks
to accommodate

restaurant seating

Agree

Disagree

| would like to see
bike lanes connecting
my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

Agree

Disagree
14%

I would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands

throughout my
community

Agree

Disagree
14%

| would like to see
more bicycle parking
throughout my
community

Agree

Neutral

I would like to see
wide shoulders
to accommodate
bicyclists on rural
roads in Marshall
County

Agree

Disagree
&3°|°

6 Agree

| would like to see

more mixed streets in
my community

Neutral
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TOWN OF LA PAZ RESULTS
IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

Not Too
Important

Somewhat 1
Important
Providing affordable
transportation options
for low-income citizens

Very
Important

Somewhat
Important

Creating safe routes
for walking and
bicycling to school

Very
Important

1 00| TOWN OF LA PAZ

TRAILS MASTER PLAN

Not Too
Important

3

Improving facilities in
city or town centers
and main streets

Somewhat

Important Very
Important
Not At All
Important
‘\&olo
Not Too

Supporting tourism
and economic
development

Important

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

Not At All
Important

‘\&olo

5

Increasing health and
physical activity

Somewhat
Important

Very

Important

Not At All
Important

1a%

T-6

Providing independent
transportation options
for all ages and abilities

Not Too
Important

Somewhat

Important Important

Not At All
Important

1a%

T-6

Enhancing access to
and experience of the
natural environment

Not Too
Important

Somewhat

Important Important

Very
Important

8

Somewha% Creating less pollution

Importan

Very
Not At All Important
Important
A
Not Too
Important

Somewhat
Important
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CITY OF PLYMOUTH RESULTS CITY OF PLYMOUTH RESULTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS What Places Respondents WHAT THE COMMUNITY WANTS TO SEE
152 Total Responses Typically Bike/Walk To . Responses Ranked 1-6 Based on Percentage of “Agree” Response

Poor ; 5 i
g% . 4% Disagree ----: .
A S, ...................:120 : D|Sagree
Good :
: Neutral
............................................ - 100 Neutral
. I
What are your . eutra
opinionsoncurrent TR @ el : 80 would like to see
walking conditions in . 60 wide shoulders
e N0 ccccccccccccccccccccccc ol ettt e : IWOUId Iike to see
your community? . to accommodate Agree : : Agree
: . . more bicycle parking
.................... . 040 bicyclists on rural throughout my
. roads in Marshall .
. community
B N N B RN ¥ - 20 County
56% of participants ranked the conditions for walking Fair or Poor, °* B I : I e o e o E .
£ 3 4
o O z
= I =
Y -
]
v
X
[~
&

1IN3WIDVYSON3 DITdNd

ERRREEE 3% Excellent

MEDICAL

visiTING FRIENDS [N

SHOPPING

Disagree Disagree

1%

RESTAURANTS
FAITH-BASED

Neutral

GROCERY STORE
ENTERTAINMENT

What are your
opinions on
current bike riding
conditions in your
community?

only 5% ranked them as Excellent, and 39% ranked them as Good
B .
=\ Fair DESTINATION
©

I would like to see
bike lanes connecting
my neighborhood to
downtown and key
community assets

I would like to see
wider sidewalks
to accommodate

restaurant seating

What Barriers Respondents Face Agree

Bicycling & Walking In The Community

83% rank biking conditions as Fair or Poor! Only 14% ranked
them as Good (3% ranked them as Excellent)

e 3% Never
Disagree Disagree
\&o]o

On .
Occasion

3

I would like to see
better pedestrian
accommodations
such as safe crossings
and refuge islands
throughout my
community

Neutral

How often do you
bike or walk for
transportation or
recreational
purposes?

6 Agree
I would like to see
more mixed streets in
my community

Agree

WEATHER 1
NO SAFE ROUTE {

» At Least
Oncea Oncea
Month Week

A significant number (71%) of respondents bike or walk daily or
weekly with 26% more saying they do occasionally. Only 3% say they
never bike or walk for transportation or recreational purposes

At Least

TAKES TOO LONG 1
DEST.TOO FAR HIl
PREFER TO DRIVE
DON'T OWN A BIKE
CAN'T RIDE A BIKE
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2% Not At All

3% NotToo ...
Important

Important H

CITY OF PLYMOUTH RESULTS
IMPORTANCE OF OBJECTIVES

Responses Ranked 1-9 Based on Percentage of
“Very Important” Response

Somewhat
Important 3
Enhancing access to
0,
1 |A) NottToc% ------- : and experience of the
mportan Do 2% Not At All natural environment
: Important
SomeWhat .......... :
Important

1 Very
Important
Creating safe routes 1% Not At Al
for walking and Important Dot 1% Unsure
bicycling to school NotToo .......... :

Important

4

Somewhat . e
Very Important Improving facilities in
Important city or town centers
1%NotToo .. .. 1% Not At All and main streets
Important il Important
Pl 1% Unsure
Somewhat 2’ i

Important
Very
Important
1% Not At All
Important """
3% Not Too P ogeneee 1% Unsure

Increasing health
and physical activity

Important

5

Providing independent
transportation options
for all ages and abilities

Somewha
Very Importan

Important

t
t

Very
Important

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
TRAILS MASTER PLAN

1% Not At All

Important

Not Too
Important

Somewhat
Important

R 1% Unsure

6

Supporting tourism and
economic development

Very
Important
2% Not AtAll
Important pogneeeee 3% Unsure
NOt TOO 000000000000 .
Important
Providing affordable
transportation options
for low-income citizens
Somewhat
Important

Very
Important

Not AtAll
Important Do 1% Unsure
Not Too o
Important

Creating less pollution

Important

Very
Important
3% Not AtAll
Important Pogeeeees 1% Unsure
Not Too
Important

9

Creating safe bicycling
connections between
communities in
Marshall County

Somewhat
Important

Very
Important
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r | ) PROPOSED PROJECTS

MACOG's Active Transportation Plan, the
Marshall County Regional Development Plan,
the Marshall County Quality of Life Plan, and
various plans from each city and town in the
County describe numerous trail and sidewalk
projects. These proposed plans will improve
the communities’ walkability, bikeability,
and connectivity. They also showcase each
community’s assets—lakes, wooded areas,
natural landscapes, beautiful parks, charming
downtowns, and more. The highlighted
projects show some of the initial work being
done and how they have the common goal
of connecting the community. Not only is it
important to establish local connectivity, it is
also a goal to connect regionally to promote
tourism, economic development, and a
strong regional presence.

MARSHALL COUNTY TRAILS

Regional and local context is important
while planning for a trail system. Trails should
connectkeypopulationareaswithcommunity
assets and recreational opportunities,
while also offering multi-modal options for
transportation. This Trails Master Plan provides
planning, of a trail network that improves
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure within
each community as well as connects the
TOWN OF ARGOS : communities of Marshall County to each

TOWN OF BOURBON : other and to other regional trail systems.
TOWN OF BREMEN

TOWN OF CULVER

TOWN OF LA PAZ

CITY OF PLYMOUTH

PROPOSED
TRAILS




PROPOSED TRAILS

GOALS FOR ARGOS TRAILS

With the Argos Community Park viewed
as a major asset to the town’s residents,
Argos's proposed trails would work to
better connect residential areas with this
park. The proposed trails for Argos also
promote other existing green spaces
within the town including Memorial
Park and Argos Pond Park. With planned
improvements coming to Pond Park in
the near future, there are many benefits
of making a pedestrian connection to this
green spacein orderto promoteincreased
useofthesenewimprovements.Othertrail
projects would make new connections to
the 4-H Fairgrounds and back to Argos’s
downtown, encouraging the residents to
visit some of the economic drivers for the
town.

CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN

|
—ax

PROPOSED SITE &EMENTS

ARGOS POND PARK

The Parks Board was awarded a Land
and Water Conservation Fund grant
through the Indiana Department of
Natural Resources to help fund $500,000
of improvements in the park. This
includes the parking lot, walking trail,
native plantings, fishing piers, picnic
shelter, and a play area. This trail would
be an extension of other proposed trails
and sidewalks throughout the town of
Argos, creating a connecting walkway
from Pond Park to the 4-H Fairgrounds
and surrounding neighborhoods. These
enhancements and connections will lead
to an increase in popularity of this park as
well as walkability and bikeability of this
area of Argos.
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\ s Existing Trail Routes

X Trail Networks
\ s Pond Park Trail

Pond Park to Fairgrounds
Trail - Option A
\ Pond Park to Fairgrounds
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L ! " Fairgrounds to Memorial
¥ & Park Trail

mmm East Loop Trail
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- h Sidewalks
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s County Trail to Culver

i Michigan St Trail to
* Plymouth

\ mmm Michigan St Trail to
\ —X Nickel Plate Trail

Other

Existing Parks/
Green Spaces

4 MARSHALL COUMTY
gy COMMUNITY
I PO UNMDATION



ot EFETRER

L

ArYane o tia
Ao Gy

&
L

, Existing Community £ e
ParkiTrail | N

A .
_______ S ifail = | — - - S N

Indiﬁha‘*ﬂva =S

¥ . i )

o
]

%
P | % 7,
_Fl.. : o -‘. | . ._.-:’ ‘ ‘ - -
J }.'.'.' - L '_r-._ . - & ?ﬁ iy, ” .:}
. — - . J.r:_l .]‘ ;nq | ) + i i . . P g =t ll. _-" ﬂ t'“; =1 : I
O #ﬂ ' g : d k . | | i 3" f!
: ; T VS Pond Bark.to,Eairgroun il _Weidner,Av
= " & : g Wy W e e e i i o e P TR | PR S
r‘ o V’_:j"ufd‘lgfrd"Trl " 3 f e = ption: === b ===
_ s . f _

R TP - Marshall'"County

R _ | S0 ¥ _.1 [ - \-._.1': . .
' T T e e e e — e —— Tr5|l 4 HtFairgruunds
: N : !
- i ;’ N ‘
|r " - == } " " - E
Pond Park v
\1:%"
] \: .

e ) L | =1 -
UTILIZING AN EXISTIN i ALT WOODLAND TRAIL, THIS TRAIL WOULD C ERrr_i-u_s DRIVE INTO A TRA

STRIPING TO CREATE A SAFE PEDES ONNECTION BETWEEN POND PARK ANL MUNITY PARK. HOMEOW

~ WOULDSTILL HAVE:/EHIC I CCESS BUT OTHERWISE CLOSED TO ALL OTHER THR C TO KEEP VEHIEULAR TRA

PondiPs .F‘:@.



R FFEFNE F

o

nuyS taaiy

S:KenilworthRda

.l

N

-anﬁ:'-P;ﬁklt_‘q‘ ond Park/ F_li‘_il‘-_-- -
:j grounds Trails
T

MarshalliGounty:
4-H Fairgrounds

e o
-

o i . st

— Fairgrounds.toMemorial® & b
1 | Park:Trail. A A 3¢
= ! ¥ :il > =

w S -
f":' - A :

DIFFERENT OPTIONS WERE DECIDED FOR THIS TRAIL WITH T,%@b

= = i -
- FAIRGROUNDS WITH OTHER GREEN SPACES INCLUDING PON RKTR D MEMORIAL PAR¥ : s TR




Pond Park to Falrground Trail -*' e - N vy : Ml;:i“ n 5t Trail to
Option'2 A == N e chkiﬂ Plate Trail

" 3 _3," g " - 2 =Tl ere . W Memorial Is'ﬁ'rk

Faurgrd'ul‘tds to. %
Memprlan’ark Trall

. . _—-. X ’ Lt — - i
PLE CON ¢ RAIL ALLOWING PEOPLE TO TRAVEL BET 'HE FAIRGROUNDS AND
D

 TRAILN J'! RKS THAT GO THROUGH DOWNTOWN AN T SIDE OF TOWN

et (s




T

= ¥ Dragons, IfL%
. j{ Trail

== = (el

MicHTgah StTrail fo Laest®"
= Plymouth Bt
= 2~ %

II.I‘;--:II "E 3 . Hq-*':;-:!?_,- ‘ .‘t : [ 3
g | = 1 : T - ¥ ) |
5 " Ir c = & \ -.:’ ¥ \
= ) 4 LWy

N -
Ea?&' Lﬂﬂp e — : . ."I
CTrailis ——— - =

S - ~ |
sl N ’

-I._ : | \ - II ) ’ k P L '|.I : - : = 1 I. 5 - - II.'E — 1
¥ :I .'f 1 2o *, - 2 \ _ll \ .l.: . f
—— = ol TR SO T ==tz _ =

% 3 ] ':l."_ﬁll s
Indiana Ave Sidewalks, .\ : X . |
e TL‘;';L LN W N "'i;..:;'_'“i"--",'-"'""'ff_"_. tl " . - .' . 1 .--'. : . *_ - — — .

i

—

. G E k = i i 1 ex i | 1 = . —
— — a e -x gty o T ¥ - o - . e ——— : g
B = e E | ) ; = N N 3 7 . o —————————— e —— =l
z - B i f oy ! = B o it W T " \ N i
o iy 4 -3 ik L 19 L. - = - - - LLE 5

] .. I;ESl DENTIAL TRAIL CONNECTING PEOPLE FROM -EAST ARG& TO DOWNTOWN AND MICHIGAN ST
astilfoor - G | Th e (el S [ - i
LLLL L RESstloopalrail PONd|PITKItOIEa i Fgrourdanrail
= e e e (B)eyd]s U
—— Ry ST i et
- P S NiEKel|BIateylrail
I. : - 'H II:! -

L]
L]
L
L]
L)



,Marshall{t :i!'-..f'!___
Yy B

e P HEW
R =
- s i 8 |

L ] . - : .. »
| E AFL{ | "-t : g ; A\ ﬁ::hl JanStTrail
rgo zﬂmum y =lito Plymouth
“ e :. “m 2
\ i b &
4 _ Existing Community
A Park Trail
o~ . ) B
Tl , 4 . )
R {L"s. >
i ' ®

.....uVParks to School _ -

m L --| - - :-
vl Connector W5 "' i
e
r | 4 I_!!__;_-_l,__

13 al
- -

SCHOOL TRAILS THA

_ DULD ALLOW sIUQEyTs_:r'o EASIL
COMMUNITY PARK

O\ THE SCHOOL BUILDING AND M




TOWN OF
BOURBON

PROPOSED TRAILS

GOALS FOR BOURBON TRAILS

Bourbon has an incredible sense of
community with a strong focus around its
schools and recreational sports. To further
enhance the recreational experience of
Bourbon, a network of proposed trails and
sidewalks has been created to connectthe
existing green spaces, increase walkability
to its schools, and unify the entire town
through the pedestrian, not the vehicle.
Some of these proposed trails will focus
on connecting certain points of interest
within the community, but also they will
look to connect Bourbon with some of
the other surrounding communities like
Etna Green and Tippecanoe.
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TOWN OF
BREMEN

PROPOSED TRAILS
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GOALS FOR BREMEN TRAILS

BREMEN DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE

With strong green spaces throughout the
town, the proposed trails for Bremen would
connect these parks with a looping trail
system, with the goal of creating one of
the most unique recreational experiences
in the county. To accomplish this, the Mint
City Trail would be split into several phases,
each length of the trail connecting existing
green spaces with other parks or major
city assets including the school. In full, this
trail loop would feature over 5 miles of trail
around the town of Bremen.

Other supporting proposed trails would
build off of this main looping Mint City Trail
by connecting residents from the interior of
the town onto the main loop that primarily
exists towards the town exterior. It works
inversely as well by bringing people off the
Mint City Trail towards the interior of town
and to Bremen's downtown, promoting
the use of local businesses and boosting
economic activity. Other supplementary
projects like the Bremen Streetscapes
project would work in conjunction to the
proposed trails and boost this effect as well.

EXISTING STREETSCAPE

—-—

Due to long standing needs for
reconstruction, INDOT is funding the IN-
331 (Plymouth Street) pavement project.
With this opportunity, the Town of Bremen
decided to redevelop the streetscape to
make it more functional for all users and
increase the walkability/bikeability of
the downtown area. The IN-331 project
includes full depth reconstruction within
the downtown district from Montgomery
Street intersection to the Washington
Streetintersection.Beyondthe downtown
district, the project willinclude resurfacing
and re-striping.

The goals for the redevelopment are
to increase usage of the downtown
area, create an inviting environment
for residents and visitors, increase
streetscape safety, draw attention to the
downtown business district, and create a
more walkable/bikeable downtown. All of
these changes must be made with great
consideration all while maintaining the
historic character of the Town.

~ =
RENDERING OF PROPOSED STREETSCAPE
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Town of Bremen
Existing Community Facilities

City Hall Building

Bremen Downtown

Bremen History Center

Bremen Historic Standpipe

Bremen High School

Bremen Elementary/Middle School

Sunnyside Park

Brerhen Youth Baseball Fields
Jane% Park Playground
Bremen Hospital

Bremen Cemetery

Shumaker Westside Park
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- PHASE 3 OF THE MINT CITY TRAIL WILL ALSO SERVE AS A MAJOR CONNECTOR TRAIL BETWEEN THE
SCHOOL AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF TOWN.
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PHASE 4 RUNSMN'I’I-ﬂ EAST SIDE OF TOWN ON SR 106 BEFORE HEADING WEST THROUGH A
NATURAL AREA ALONG TH YELLOW RIVER AND CONNECTING TO SHADYSIDE PARK.
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PHASE 5 IS BETWEEN CENTER ST AND BOWEN AVE/331, RUNNING ALONG THE
' NORTH BANK OF THE MIDDLE FORK YELLOW RIVER
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TOWN OF
CULVER

PROPOSED TRAILS

LITTLE TOWN ON LAKE MAXINKUCKEE

GOALS FOR CULVER TRAILS

Culver completed a bicycle and
pedestrian master plan in 2016 that
outlined potential trail routes around
Lake Maxinkuckee, throughout the town,
and future connections to regional trails.
The plan helped spark the development
of Lake Max Trail, which has the first
phase completed, the second phase in
engineering, and the third phase just
beginning engineering. The second
phase of the Lake Max Trail was one of
the projects funded by Culver’s 2017
Stellar Designation. Two of Culver’s other
Stellar projects was the Sandhill Farms
housing development and the West

Jefferson Streetscape. These two projects
will be connected to downtown and the
elementary school with a proposed trail
that is part of Marshall County’s Stellar
Communities projects.

The proposed trail network will greatly
benefit the pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity in Culver, providing safe
routes to many important community
assets and residential areas. It was also
Create one of the most unique recreational
experiences throughout Marshall County
with a ftrail that circles the entirety of
Indiana’s second largest natural inland
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PHASE 6 OF LAKE MAX TRAIL, SEVERAL OPTIONS EXPLORE THE SOUTHWEST
SIDE OF LAKE MAX AND COMPLETES THE LAKE MAX LOOP BACK TO PHASE 2
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TOWN OF
LA PAZ

PROPOSED TRAILS

GOALS FOR LA PAZTRAILS

COUNTY TRAIL SYSTEM PHASE 1:
OLD US 31 TRAIL

La Paz presents a lot of opportunity in
terms of proposed trails and their positive
effect on walkability and bikeability. The
main goal for the La Paz proposed trails is
toimprove the accessibility and availability
of walkable streets in the downtown area
and surrounding residential areas. By
improving these conditionsinand around
the downtown, residents and visitors
would be more encouraged to utilize the
local businesses and provide an economic
boost to the town. These improvements
also make La Paz a walkable community,
an attractive quality for developers and
people searching for a new place to call
home.

MACOG's regional long term Active
Transportation Plan looked at regional
trail routes and connectivity. One of the
major planned routes was along old US 31
heading south from South Bend through
Lakeville and La Paz to Plymouth. When US
31 shifted east to bypass Lakeville and La
Paz, a wide existing roadway and right of
way were left behind that see much less
vehicular traffic now. This would make an
ideal location for a multi-use trail providing
a north-south connection between South
Bend and Plymouth that runs through the
Town of La Paz.
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CITY OF
PLYMOUTH

PROPOSED TRAILS

GOALS FOR PLYMOUTH TRAILS

In general, Plymouth has been proactive
with improving the walkability of its
community. The following proposed trails
would build upon this success and create
connections within the Greenways Trail
system that branch out into surrounding
communities. As a result, improving
residential accessibility to green spaces
associated with those trailsincluding River
Park Square, which is moving forward
with the next phase of development.

"A. Proposed Greenways Trail

. Phase 3_

B. R|ver Overlook Node !

C. Exis tlng_edestrlan Bridge

D. River Gate South Housing:

E. Existing Greenways Trall_.__

RIVER PARK SQUARE PHASE 2

The third phase of the Greenways Trail will
connect River Park Square Phase 2 with
the recently completed River Gate South
housing development. The trail will wind
through River Park Square connecting to
amenities in the park, as well as the historic
pedestrian bridge across the Yellow
River that connects River Park Square to
neighborhoods to the east. The added
connections will link new developments
with existing green spaces and trails.
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MARSHALL
COUNTY

PROPOSED TRAILS

GOALS FOR MARSHALL COUNTY
REGIONAL TRAILS

MACOG
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

Marshall County has been involved
in the development of a regional trail
system within the county that would be
a part of a state-wide trail network. These
preliminary plans highlighted the benefits
of a regionally connected trail system and
laid out a general plan for trail locations.
The goal of the proposed trails for Marshall
County was to more specifically define
wherethesetraillocations would be within
Marshall County, as well as identifying
other regional trails that would benefit
communities in terms of connectivity to
schools, neighboring towns, and regional
parks.

In 2018, members of the Special Projects
team on the Marshall County Crossroads
team applied for a grant to attend the
Walkability Institute. MACOG (Michiana
Area Council of Governments), a Marshall
County Crossroads partner, served as the
required Transportation organization.
Michiana Area Council of Governments
worked closely with community leaders
and stakeholders to develop an active
transportation plan that identified needs,
resources, and strategies to encourage
and enhance bicycle, pedestrian, and
transit travel within the Michiana region.
MACOG has partnered with us for the RDP
and they are actively working with us on
the planning for our regional trail system.




Marshall County
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—— Proposed Bike Routes
Proposed Regional Trail Networks

e Argos-Culver Connector

Michigan 5t Trail to
Nickel Plate Trail

Michigan St Trail
- Lincoln Highway Regional Trail

- Tippecanoe Potawatomi Trail

County Trail to Lake of the
Woods

Regional Connector to
Mishawaka

= Old US 31 Trail
== 0ld US 31 Trail Phase 1

=== Plymouth-Culver Regional Trail

Regional Connector to
Nappanee & Goshen

Lincoln Highway Regional
Trail to Plymouth & Walkerton
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Regional Trails

Legend

Ml Creek

Fish. Lake

| __ | County Limits

Proposed/Existing Regional
Trail Networks Within Marshall County

- Bike Routes & Trails ;

Other Existing Regional Trails
= Morth-Judson Erie Trail
Monterey Erie Trail

Panhandle Pathway

= Nickel Plate Trail

Hamiel

— American Discovery Trail
Proposed Bass Lake Trail

= Potato Creek Park Trails

- Proposed North Liberty Trail
Kinox

- Maple City Greenway

Napannee Trail

Proposed Trails From MACOG
Active Transportation Plan
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PROPOSED TRAIL ESTIMATES

The estimated costs for the trail projects provide a range of potential costs since implementation of these
projects could take various forms. There are many factors that could cause fluctuations in costs such as
the funding source, right of way acquisition, paving materials, bridges and roadway crossings, driveway

approaches, drainage, etc. The project implementation matrix provides a low end and high end cost
range that reflects the factors contributing to project cost. It is important to note that the higher total TG T A e T I |
project costs are typically due to utilization of federal funding, yet the local entity is only responsible for a Mint City Trail Phase 1 10' Asphalt Trail 0.50 None - Within Town Property _ §_125000 15 175,000
. . . . Mint City Trail Phase 2 10' Asphalt Trail 1.05 Acquisition Required for Most of Trail Segment $ 500,000 | $ 750,000
portion of those total dollars (Typically 20% for many INDOT funded projects). Federally funded projects Mint City Trail Phase 3 10 Concrete/Asphalt Trail 1.20 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.O.W. Needed | §_ 700,000 | $ 1,100,000
. . . . . . . . R Mint City Trail Phase 4 10' Concrete/Asphalt Trail 0.85 Acquisition or Easement Required for Most of Trail $ 500,000 | $ 750,000
reqU|re mUCh hlgher prOJeCt COStS SUCh as englneerlng' SUrVey, rlght_Of_Way englneerlng/vaU|Sltlon Mint City Trail Phase 5 10' Asphalt Trail 0.55 Acquisition or Easement Required for Most of Trail $ 250,000 | $ 400,000
prOCeSS’ en\/|ronmenta| and CU'tUra' resources approva|5’ and Constructlon |n5pectlon Some Of the Mint City Trail Phase 6 10' Asphalt Trail, Bridge 1.60 Acquisition or Easement Required for Most of Trail $ 850,000 | $ 1,300,000
. . . . . Downtown Connector Trail 8' Concrete Trail 0.60 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 350,000 [ $ 550,000
characteristics that would create the project costs to be towards the high or low end include: Park Trail Improvements 10 Asphalt/Concrete Trail 090 None - Within Town Park and R.OW. s 3000005 425,000
Bowen Ave Sidewalk 6' Sidewalk 0.75 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 200,000 [ $ 325,000
Trail Connector to Bourbon (City Limits) 10' Concrete/Asphalt Trail 0.42 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.0.W. Needed $ 250,000 ($ 350,000
Fa C’[O rs CO ntri b Ut| n g tO I_O\/\/e r O\/e ra | | COStS: Trail Connector to Mishawaka (City Limits) 10' Asphalt Trail 0.45 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.0.W. Needed $ 250,000 | $ 350,000
. . . Trail Connector to Nappanee & Goshen (City Limits) 10' Asphalt Trail 0.25 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.0O.W. $ 125,000 | $ 200,000
- Local funding or certain state funding programs
s : s TOWN OF CULVER - PROPOSED TRAILS
‘ Minimal or no rg ht_Of_Way acq uisition necessary Lake Max Trail Phase 2 10’ Concrete Trail 1.05 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 1,100,000 | $ 1,400,000
. Rura| areas \/\/lth |eSS drlvev\/aysl dralnage/storm sewer Work, ut|||ty re|ocatlon Lake Max Trail Phase 3 10' Asphalt Trail 1.00 Some Acquisition for Wider R.O.W. or Easement $ 650,000 | $ 1,000,000
. Lake Max Trail Phase 4 10' Asphalt Trail 3.95 Some Acquisition for Wider R.O.W. or Easement $ 2,000,000 | $ 3,000,000
o AS p h a |t pa\/l N g Lake Max Trail Phase 5 10' Asphalt Trail 2.1 Some Acquisition for Wider R.0.W. or Easement $ 1,200,000 | $ 1,600,000
. C t J[ d t . t . J[ | h . t . | h | . | Lake Max Trail Phase 6 10' Asphalt Trail .61-3. Acquisition or Easement Required for Most of Trail $ 750,000 | $ 2,000,000
onstruction oes notIm pac environmenta U ISTOriCa ! Or archaeo Og|Ca resources West Gateway Connector Trails 10' Concrete Trail 0.95 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 500,000 [ $ 750,000
TOWN OF LA PAZ - PROPOSED TRAILS
Old us 31 Trail Through La Paz 8' Concrete Trail 0.70 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 350,000 [ $ 550,000
. . . LaPaz Park Trail 8' Concrete & Asphalt Trail 0.60 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 250,000 | $ 350,000
Fa Cto rs CO ntrl b u tl n g tO H |g h er O\/e ra | | COStS LaPaz Neighborhood Sidewalks 6' Concrete Sidewalk 0.80 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 200,000 | $ 325,000
. Federa | |y fu nded projects V\/hICh have m uch greater englneerlng requrementS Old US 31 Trail to LaVille Schools (Within Town Limits) 8' Concrete Trail 0.25 [Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. S 75,000 [ $ 300,000
. o 0Old US 31 Trail to Plymouth (Within Town Limits) 10" Asphalt Trail 0.15 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. S 50,000 [ $ 150,000
- Right of way acquisition or easements
o . . CITY OF PLYMOUTH - PROPOSED TRAILS
- Developed or urban areas where the trail impacts driveways, crossings, and storm sewer Randolph Bridge Trail Imp T —— T Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within RO, s 20000015 600,000
. CO ncrete pa\/i N g Greenways Trails Phase 3 10' Asphalt Trail 0.35 | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 175,000 | $ 300,000
. . . . . . Greenways Trail Connections 10' Asphalt Trail 0.95 | Acquisition - Mostly in Park Property $ 550,000 |$ 750,000
. Poteﬁt|a| environ meﬁ‘[a|, h|5tor|ca |, or arChan'Og|Ca| Impa cts Packard Woods to Magnetic Park Trail 8' Concrete Trail 1.00 | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 600,000 [ $ 800,000
Pidco Drive Route 10' Asphalt Trail 1.30 | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 650,000 | $ 850,000
Hillcrest & Westgate Sid 5'& 6' Concrete Sidewalk 2.40 No Acquisition Anticipated $ 650,000 | $ 800,000
Junior High Trail 10' Concrete Trail 0.55 Some Acquisition or E Necessary $ 300,000 | $ 400,000
Pioneer Rd Trail 10' Asphalt Trail 2.15 No Acquisition Anticipated - Within R.0.W. $ 950,000 | $ 1,200,000
Schuh Ditch Trail 10' Asphalt Trail 1.80 Acquisition Required for Most of Trail Segment $ 1,000,000 | $ 1,300,000
Michigan St Regional Trail (City Limits) 10' Concrete Trail 1.45 No Acquisition Anticipated - Within R.O.W. $ 900,000 | $ 1,200,000
Lincoln Highway Trail (City Limits) 10' Concrete & Asphalt Trail 2.60 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 1,700,000 | $ 2,500,000
TOWN OF ARGOS - PROPOSED TRAILS Regional Trail to Culver (City Limits) 10' Concrete & Asphalt Trail 1.40 Some Acquisition or E Necessary $ 1,000,000 | $ 1,200,000
Pond Park Trail 10' Asphalt Trail 0.75 None - Within Pond Park $ 125,000 | $ 200,000 Regional Trail to La Paz (City Limits) 10' Concrete Trail 0.50 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 400,000 | $ 550,000
Pond Park to Fairgrounds Trail Option 1 - 10' Concrete Trail 0.58 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 275,000 | $ 425,000
Option 2 - 10' Asphalt Trail 0.41 Easement - Within County Fairgrounds $ 200,000 [ $ 325,000 MARSHALL COUNTY - PROPOSED TRAILS
Fairgrounds to Memorial Park Trail 10' Concrete Trail 0.31 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.0.W. $ 150,000 | $ 225,000 Argos-Culver Connector 10' Asphalt Trail 8.40 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.0.W. Needed $ 4,000,000 | $ 5,000,000
East Loop Trail 10 Concrete & Asphalt Trail 1.10 Acquisition - Wider R.0.W. Needed $ 600,000 | $ 900,000 Michigan St Trail to Nickel Plate Trail 10' Asphalt Trail 4.60 RR Corridor Acquisition for Most of Trail $ 2,000,000 | $ 2,500,000
Dragons Trail 10" Asphalt Trail 0.50 Acquisition/Easement at Church Property $ 150,000 | $ 250,000 Michigan St Trail Plymouth-Argos 10' Asphalt Trail 6.25 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 3,000,000 | $ 3,500,000
Indiana & Walnut Sidewalks 6' Concrete Sidewalk 0.65 [Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.0.W. $ 150,000 [ $ 300,000 Lincoln Highway Regional Trail Plymouth-Bourbon 10' Asphalt Trail 8.55 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 3,500,000 | $ 5,000,000
Town Park to Pond Park/Fairgrounds 10' Asphalt Trail 0.25Ex, 0.15 New |[Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 75,000|$ 150,000 Tippecanoe F i Trail 10’ Asphalt Trail 5.95 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.0.W. Needed $ 2,500,000 | $ 3,500,000
Marshall St Sidewalk 6' Concrete Sidewalk 0.35 Acquisition - Wider R.0.W. Needed on West End $ 125,000 |$ 250,000 County Trail to Lake of the Woods 10' Asphalt Trail 12.00 Widened R.0.W. Needed for Most of Trail $ 6,000,000 | $ 7,500,000
Michigan St Trail to Plymouth (Town Limits) 10' Concrete Trail 0.75 None - Within R.O.W $ 250,000 | $ 350,000 Regional Connector to Mishawaka 10' Asphalt Trail 1.25 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 750,000 | $ 1,000,000
Michigan St Trail to Nickel Plate Trail (Town Limits) 10’ Concrete Trail 0.35 None - Within R.0O.W $ 150,000 | $ 225,000 Old US 31 Trail LaPaz to Plymouth 10 Asphalt Trail 5.65 | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 3,000,000 | $ 4,000,000
Old US 31 Trail Phase 1 10' Asphalt Trail 1.05 Minimal Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 750,000 | $ 1,100,000
TOWN OF BOURBON - PROPOSED TRAILS Plymouth-Culver Regional Trail 10' Asphalt Trail 9.15 Acquisition Required for Most of Trail Segment $ 5,000,000 | $ 6,500,000
Bourbon Parks Trail 10' Concrete Trail 0.95 I Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 350,000 | $ 550,000 Regional C tor to Napy &Gosh 10' Asphalt Trail 4.15 Some Acquisition - Areas of Widened R.0.W. Needed $ 2,250,000 | $ 3,500,000
Bourbon School Trail 10" Asphalt Trail 1.15 None - Within School Property or R.O.W. $ 250,000 | $ 350,000 Lincoln Highway Regional Trail to Plymouth & Walkerton |10’ Asphalt Trail 11.80 Some Acquisition for Wider R.0.W. or Easement $ 6,500,000 | $ 8,000,000
Safe Routes to School Trail 8' Concrete Trail 1.70 i | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 550,000 |$ 850,000
Tippecanoe Potawatomi Trail (Town Limits) 10' Concrete Trail 0.55 | Acquisition - Mostly Within R.O.W. $ 225,000 | $ 350,000
Lincoln Hwy Trail to Etna Green (Town Limits) 10' Asphalt Trail 0.30 None - Within R.O.W. $ 125,000 [ $ 225,000
Lincoln Hwy Trail to Plymouth (Town Limits) 10' Asphalt Trail 0.65 None - Within R.O.W. $ 250,000 [ $ 400,000

MARSHALL COUNTY
TRAILS MASTER PLAN
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